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Submission in response to the National Electric Vehicle Strategy Consultation Paper 

The Clean Energy Council (the CEC) welcomes the opportunity to provide input into the development 

of the Australian Government’s National Electric Vehicle Strategy. 

The CEC is the peak body for the renewable energy sector in Australia. We represent over 1,000 

member companies working across the solar, wind, hydro, energy storage and renewable hydrogen 

sectors, and our mission is to accelerate Australia’s clean energy transition.  

Electrification of road transport represents a major opportunity to drive down Australia’s emissions in 

the medium to long term, phasing out Australia’s dependence on imported oil and leveraging the rapid 

decarbonisation of our electricity grid over the coming decade.   

We strongly support the intent of the Australian Government to deliver policy measures and invest in 

enabling infrastructure to accelerate the adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) by Australian households 

and businesses. Without such policies and investment, emissions from the transport sector will continue 

to rise, and Australians will be deprived of the opportunity to make cleaner and more cost-effective 

choices in the years ahead.   

We urge the Government to be bold. The policy vacuum in place today has placed Australia at the back 

of the queue in global EV deployment. It is therefore vital that we use this opportunity of a new National 

EV Strategy to adopt the best practice policy approaches and incentives from more mature markets, 

which can ensure that our market can compete for supply and Australian households and businesses 

can get ready access to the wide range of vehicles they want.  

Below we provide an outline of our key recommendations for a National Electric Vehicle Strategy.  

1. Establish clear targets 

Concrete targets for the uptake of EVs and the phase out of internal combustion (ICE) vehicles will 

enable industry and consumers plan future investments.    

In line with recommendations from international energy agencies, Australia (and all other countries) 

should set a deadline of 2035 for the phase out of new ICE vehicles sales.  

Interim targets in the National Electric Vehicle Strategy should also include:  

• 1 million EVs (cars) in Australia by 2027 

• At least 60 per cent EV passenger vehicle sales by 2030 

• 30 per cent electric heavy vehicle (truck and bus) sales by 2030  

• Multi-bay fast changing locations every 70 kilometres on arterial roads and every 5 km in urban 

areas by 2027. 
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2. Introduce an ambitious and robust fuel efficiency standard for new light vehicles 

The CEC supports the Federal Government introducing an ambitious and robust fuel efficiency standard 

by 1 January 2024 aligned with similar schemes in Europe, the EU and New Zealand.  

An ambitious fuel efficiency standard will encourage manufacturers to introduce more fuel-efficient 

vehicles into the Australian market, including a greater number of electric vehicle models. This policy is 

a necessary prerequisite for increasing the choice of fuel efficient and electric vehicle models for 

Australian businesses and households, in both our regions and cities. 

 

3. Provide temporary incentives to reduce upfront costs of EVs of all shapes and sizes 

In the initial stages of market development – characterised by higher vehicle prices, longer sales order 

wait times and inadequate charging infrastructure – additional incentives will be required to encourage 

many households and businesses to go electric at their next vehicle purchase.    

Consideration should also be given to targeted programs that can provide low-income households with 

access to electric vehicles, and other transport services. This could include subsidised electric vehicles 

leases/subscriptions, and subsidised mobility-as-a-service subscriptions, such as fixed-price, unlimited 

annual/monthly/weekly public transport plans. 

Furthermore, the refueling process for EVs is inherently different to ICEs vehicles, i.e. EV charging 

primarily takes place at home or at work. Consideration should therefore also be given to subsidies for 

EV charging solutions at homes and businesses, such as smart chargers which can take advantage of 

excess PV and forecast based charging. Currently, the Northern Territory is the only state to have 

subsidies for EV chargers to be installed at homes or businesses. 

4. Support the roll-out of a national charging infrastructure network and its integration into the 

electricity grid 

Investment in Australia’s fast charging network will need to ramp up significantly in coming years the 

demand flowing from stronger EV adoption.   

A co-ordinated strategy is required which can incentivise private investment to stay ahead of growing 

demand for charging infrastructure, and ensure that no regions or consumer groups are disadvantaged 

by a lack of access to fast-charging points.  

This strategy should also consider impacts and opportunities from EV charging for the broader electricity 

system. This could include consideration of hydrogen refueling networks with co-located electrolysers, 

which, if integrated in the grid, can provide flexibility and benefits in their network placement.   

 

5. Accelerate the adoption of electric heavy vehicles  

Most imported heavy freight vehicles must be modified before use, or otherwise seek special exemptions 

or permits, in order to comply with Australian Design Rules relating to the width and mass of vehicles. 

This is a handbrake on the uptake of electric heavy vehicles in Australia, including both battery and 

hydrogen fuel cell heavy vehicles.  

International manufacturers are unlikely to adjust their vehicle production design specifications in the 

near-to-medium term in order to supply a relatively small market such as Australia. Therefore, unless 

Australia adjusts these unique rules to better align with other major markets, we should expect slow 

progress on the decarbonisation of our heavy vehicle sector.  

To further accelerate Australia’s uptake of heavy vehicles, the Government should include targeted 

incentives to increase electric heavy vehicle adoption in both urban and regional locations. 
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6. Support the development of the EV supply chain in Australia  

Australia’s role as a leading supplier of raw mineral resources commonly used in battery production – 

lithium, cobalt, nickel – places it in pole position to capture a greater share of the EV value chain, by 

undertaking more of the minerals processing and refining onshore. These value-added services present 

major opportunities to expand Australia’s clean energy workforce.  

An expansion of Australia’s onshore minerals processing facilities and infrastructure will require 

substantial investment, and the Government should develop a national strategy aimed at stimulating 

private sector investment.  

Conclusion 

In the context of the decarbonisation of the Australian economy, the electrification of road transportation 

represents ‘low hanging fruit’. The technology is available now, it can take direct advantage of the rapid 

decarbonisation of our national electricity networks, and switching to EVs will also save consumers 

money in fuel costs. The missing piece of the puzzle to get this market moving is the national policy 

framework to incentivise supply and adoption.  

We applaud the recognition by the Australian Government that we must aim for ‘as close as best practice 

as achievable’ and look forward to the development of an ambitious National EV Strategy that can attract 

the supply and investment that we need, and dramatically lift the rate of EV adoption in Australia to keep 

pace with other leading countries. Not only will this be a good outcome for motorists, but every tonne of 

avoided greenhouse gas emissions helps to buy Australia time to deal with the harder-to-abate sectors.   

The most critical reform needed to stimulate the supply of battery and fuel cell electric vehicles to 

Australia is the introduction of vehicle fuel efficiency standards. These should be as rigorous as 

practically possible. 

Australia should also seize this opportunity to stake its claim in the global EV supply chain, by investing 

boldly in the development of our value-added minerals processing sector, which can deliver thousands 

of new jobs.  

The forthcoming National EV Strategy presents an historic opportunity to rapidly set Australia’s transport 

emissions on a downward trajectory, and to grow clean energy jobs in Australia. We urge the Australian 

Government to act with urgency and ambition to ensure that we capture these opportunities. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Anna Freeman  
Policy Director – Decarbonisation 

 


